[1] Urbanization Trends and Their Effect on Human Development in Balochistan

Urbanization Trends and Their Effect on Human
Development in Balochistan

Dr. Huma Zafar
Department of Social Work, University of Balochistan, Quetta.

Dr. Siraj Bashir
Department of Social Work, University of Balochistan, Quetta.
Email: dr.siraj.bashiredu.uob@gmail.com

Ms. Tahira Naudani
Department of Social Work, University of Balochistan, Quetta.

Ms. Shahzia Aziz
Department of Social Work, University of Karachi, Sindh.

Received on: 02-01-2024 Accepted on: 04-02-2024

Abstract
This research study investigates the intricate relationship between urbanization
trends and human development in the context of Balochistan, a region characterized
by its unique socioeconomic and geographical challenges. As urbanization rapidly
transforms the landscape of Balochistan, understanding its multifaceted impact on
human development is essential for informed policy formulation and sustainable
development initiatives. To explore this relationship, a mixed-methods approach is
employed. Quantitative analysis involves the examination of demographic data,
including population growth rates, urbanization patterns, and demographic
transitions over the past few decades. The Human Development Index (HDI) serves
as a key quantitative indicator, allowing for the assessment of changes in living
standards, education, and healthcare within the urbanizing regions of Balochistan.
Qualitative methods complement the quantitative analysis, involving in-depth
interviews and focus group discussions with key stakeholders, policymakers, and
residents of urban and peri-urban areas. These qualitative insights provide a nuanced
understanding of the social, economic, and environmental dynamics associated with
urbanization, shedding light on the lived experiences and perceptions of individuals
affected by these trends. The research also employs Geographic Information System
(GIS) mapping to visually represent the spatial distribution of urbanization and its
correlation with human development indicators. This spatial analysis enhances the
identification of disparities and hotspots within Balochistan, offering valuable
insights for targeted interventions and policy recommendations. Through this
comprehensive research methodology, the study aims to contribute to the existing
literature on urbanization and human development while providing evidence-based

= Al Khadim Research Journal of Islamic Culture and Civilization, Vol. V, No. 1 (Jan - March 2024) =


mailto:dr.siraj.bashir.edu.uob@gmail.com

Urbanization Trends and Their Effect on Human Development in Balochistan [2]

recommendations for policymakers and development practitioners working towards
sustainable and inclusive growth in Balochistan. The findings of this research are
anticipated to inform strategies that harness the positive aspects of urbanization
while addressing challenges to ensure a balanced and equitable improvement in
human development outcomes across the region.
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1. Introduction

1.1. Background

Urbanization is a global phenomenon reshaping societies, economies, and landscapes. Over
the past few decades, the world has witnessed a rapid shift in population distribution, with
an increasing number of people choosing to reside in urban areas. The consequences of
urbanization are multifaceted, influencing various aspects of human life, including social
structures, economic activities, and environmental sustainability. While urbanization
presents opportunities for economic growth and development, it also poses challenges
related to infrastructure, resource allocation, and social equity.

In the context of Pakistan, urbanization trends have mirrored global patterns, albeit with
unique characteristics shaped by the country's historical, cultural, and economic factors. As a
nation experiencing demographic shifts and economic transformations, Pakistan is grappling
with the complexities of managing urbanization to ensure sustainable development and
improved quality of life for its citizens.

Balochistan, the largest province in Pakistan, presents a distinctive case within the broader
narrative of urbanization. Endowed with diverse landscapes, rich natural resources, and a
unique cultural heritage, Balochistan faces both opportunities and challenges in the wake of
urbanization. The province's predominantly rural character, coupled with its vast and
sparsely populated areas, contributes to a complex interplay of factors influencing the
urbanization process.

The province of Balochistan is unique in its geopolitical and cultural context. Spanning across
Pakistan, Iran, and Afghanistan, Balochistan comprises a vast and sparsely populated area
with a rich tapestry of ethnic diversity. The province's development landscape has been
historically shaped by its resource endowments, including natural gas, minerals, and a
strategic geographic location. However, despite these advantages, Balochistan has faced
persistent challenges related to poverty, education, and healthcare, exacerbated by a complex
interplay of historical, political, and geographical factors.

Over the past few decades, urbanization has emerged as a transformative force in Balochistan,
altering settlement patterns, livelihoods, and community dynamics. The province has
witnessed a noticeable shift in population distribution, with an increasing number of people
opting for urban areas as their preferred places of residence. This phenomenon is driven by
factors such as rural-to-urban migration, employment opportunities in emerging urban
centers, and infrastructural developments. As Balochistan undergoes this urban transition,
understanding the nuanced interactions between urbanization trends and human
development becomes imperative for shaping responsive policies that cater to the evolving
needs of its residents. Understanding the dynamics of urbanization and its profound impact
on human development in Balochistan is critical for crafting effective policies that promote
sustainable growth and address emerging challenges.
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This research aims to address these gaps by conducting a comprehensive study on
urbanization trends and their effects on human development in Balochistan. The
investigation will encompass both quantitative and qualitative analyses, drawing upon
demographic data, Human Development Index (HDI) metrics, and firsthand perspectives
from residents. The study's findings are expected to contribute valuable insights to the global
discourse on urbanization while providing region-specific recommendations for
policymakers and stakeholders in Balochistan.

As we embark on this research journey, it is crucial to acknowledge the interconnectedness
of global, national, and regional forces shaping urbanization. By exploring the dynamics of
urbanization in Balochistan, we seek not only to fill existing gaps in the literature but also to
offer context-specific knowledge that can inform strategies for sustainable development in
this diverse and dynamic province.

2. Understanding the intricate relationship between urbanization trends and
human development

Understanding the intricate relationship between urbanization trends and human
development is a multifaceted endeavor that encompasses a range of economic, social, and
environmental dynamics. Urbanization, defined by the growth of urban areas and the
increasing proportion of a population residing in cities, is a global phenomenon with
significant implications for human well-being. This relationship has been a subject of
extensive research and scholarship, reflecting the recognition that the spatial transformation
of societies plays a pivotal role in shaping the quality of life for individuals and communities.

Economically, urbanization is often associated with increased opportunities for employment
and income generation. The growth of industries, businesses, and the diversification of
occupations in urban areas contribute to higher employment rates and improved economic
prospects for residents (Chakravorty, 2019). This economic aspect of urbanization is integral
to understanding how the process can act as a driver for human development, lifting
individuals out of poverty and providing avenues for socioeconomic advancement.
Education and skills development represent another crucial dimension of the relationship
between urbanization and human development (Akram, 2020; Akram & Yang, 2021). Cities
tend to offer improved access to educational institutions, ranging from primary schools to
universities. This access facilitates skill development and specialization, enhancing the
capabilities of the urban workforce (Montgomery, 2008; Ramzan et al., 2023a). Education, in
the context of urbanization, becomes a catalyst for individual empowerment and societal
progress (Akram et al.,, 2023).

Healthcare and social services are significantly influenced by urbanization trends. Urban
areas often host a greater concentration of healthcare facilities, leading to improved health
outcomes for residents. The development of infrastructure, including sanitation and water
supply, further contributes to overall well-being (Ezeh et al,, 2017). However, it is crucial to
acknowledge that challenges such as urban poverty, inadequate housing, and disparities in
living conditions may also emerge as consequences of rapid urbanization (Angel et al., 2011).
Balancing the positive and negative impacts on human development requires a nuanced
understanding of these complexities.
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The social dimension of urbanization is marked by increased diversity and social interactions.
Cities serve as hubs of cultural exchange, fostering a rich tapestry of ideas and perspectives.
Exposure to diverse cultures contributes to social development, broadening individuals'
worldviews and promoting inclusivity (Florida, 2002). Additionally, the establishment of
community services and social organizations in urban areas can strengthen a sense of
community and civic engagement.

Environmental considerations play a critical role in shaping the urbanization-human
development nexus. The resource consumption associated with urbanization has
implications for environmental sustainability. Strategies for sustainable urban development
are essential to mitigate adverse environmental impacts and build resilient, eco-friendly
urban spaces (Seto et al., 2014).

The intricate relationship between urbanization trends and human development demands a
holistic understanding of economic, social, and environmental factors. Recognizing the
potential benefits of urbanization in terms of economic opportunities, education (Ramzan et
al., 2023b), healthcare, and social connectivity is essential. Simultaneously, addressing the
challenges posed by inequalities, environmental degradation, and social disparities is crucial
for fostering sustainable and inclusive human development in urbanizing regions.

3. Research Objectives

This research seeks to address several key questions:

. To know how the urbanization evolved in Balochistan over the past few decades, and
what are the driving forces behind this transformation.

. To know the demographic trends associated with urbanization, including population
growth, migration patterns, and changes in settlement structures

. To know the urbanization impact on human development indicators, as measured by

the Human Development Index, in Balochistan.

By addressing these questions, the research aims to contribute valuable insights to the
existing literature on urbanization and human development, particularly in the unique
context of Balochistan. The methodology employed in this study, encompassing both
quantitative and qualitative approaches, is designed to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the dynamics at play and facilitate evidence-based policy recommendations.

4. Literature Review

4.1. Global urbanization trends

Urbanization, a defining feature of the modern era, has witnessed unprecedented growth
globally. The dynamics of global urbanization shape the social, economic, and environmental
landscapes of nations, influencing development trajectories and quality of life. Understanding
the historical evolution, drivers, patterns, and future projections of global urbanization is
essential for addressing the challenges and harnessing the opportunities associated with this
transformative process. (Angel, Sheppard & Civco,2005)

Urbanization has deep historical roots, from the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia and
Egypt to the industrial revolution's urban centers. The 20th century saw a significant
urbanization boom, marked by post-World War II migration to cities and the emergence of
megacities as hubs of economic activity and cultural influence. (Seto & Hutyra,2017)

= Al Khadim Research Journal of Islamic Culture and Civilization, Vol. V, No. 1 (Jan - March 2024) =



[5] Urbanization Trends and Their Effect on Human Development in Balochistan

Economic factors, such as industrialization and globalization, drive urbanization by creating
job opportunities and economic prosperity. Social factors, particularly rural-to-urban
migration and demographic shifts, contribute to the concentration of populations in urban
areas. Technology, with its role in digitalization and smart city initiatives, accelerates
urbanization processes.

Megacity growth is a prominent pattern, with cities like Tokyo, Delhi, and New York reaching
unprecedented population sizes. Suburbanization and peri-urban dynamics highlight the
spread of urban influence to surrounding areas, presenting challenges and opportunities for
sustainable development. (Assen,2001)

Urbanization alters land use, converting agricultural land to urban areas and affecting
biodiversity. It also contributes to climate change through increased greenhouse gas
emissions, posing risks and vulnerabilities associated with climate-related events.
Urbanization presents governance challenges, including infrastructure deficits, service
delivery issues, and social inequalities. Sustainable urban development goals and inclusive
planning strategies aim to address these challenges and create resilient and equitable urban
environments.

Continued urbanization trends are projected to increase the global urban population,
accompanied by challenges and opportunities. Emerging paradigms in urban development,
such as smart cities and sustainable planning models, offer potential solutions for the
evolving urban landscape.

It emphasizes the historical evolution, diverse drivers, patterns, and the environmental and
governance implications of urbanization. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for
informed decision-making in the face of ongoing urbanization and its profound impact on
societies worldwide. (United Nations,2018).

4.2. Urbanization in Pakistan

Urbanization in Pakistan has unfolded through various historical phases, deeply rooted in the
ancient civilizations of the Indus Valley. The British colonial period marked a pivotal juncture
with the establishment of administrative and economic hubs. Post-independence, Pakistan
experienced a significant urbanization boom characterized by economic development,
industrialization, and rural-to-urban migration. Cities such as Karachi, Lahore, and Islamabad
became centers of economic activity and witnessed substantial population growth.
(Ahmed,1986).

Economic shifts played a critical role in the urbanization process, especially during the Green
Revolution and subsequent industrialization phases. The concentration of economic activities
in urban centers contributed to the growth of cities, altering their landscapes and
demographic compositions. (Khan,2005). However, this rapid urbanization also brought forth
a myriad of challenges. Inadequate infrastructure, housing issues, and social disparities
emerged as prominent issues. Governance and urban planning became critical areas of focus
to address these challenges effectively.

The contemporary urbanization trends in Pakistan continue to unfold with a focus on
sustainable development and inclusive growth. New urban centers are emerging, and
technology is increasingly becoming an integral part of the urban landscape. Efforts are
underway to strike a balance between economic development and the well-being of urban
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populations. (Azam & Khan,2018)

Scholarly discourse on urbanization in Pakistan has provided nuanced insights into the
historical, economic, and contemporary dimensions of this transformative process. Ahmed's
(1986) exploration of the historical aspects of urbanization sheds light on the continuity and
transformations in urban centers. Khan (2005) delves into the theoretical frameworks and
policy considerations surrounding cities in the developing world, offering a broader
perspective on urbanization challenges and opportunities.

Furthermore, F. Khan's (2010) analysis presents a comprehensive examination of
urbanization in Pakistan, focusing on the economic dynamics and their implications. Akhtar
(1995) addresses the urban problems arising from rapid urbanization, providing a critical
evaluation of the associated challenges. Mahmood and Khan's (2001) study offer insights into
the impact of urbanization on land-use patterns in the Rawalpindi-Islamabad region.

The socio-economic implications of urbanization are discussed by Ali and Perveen (2013) and
Ali and Shabbir (2015), who highlight the challenges and governance issues associated with
the urbanization process. Azam and Khan's (2018) exploration of urbanization and poverty
in Pakistan delves into the socio-economic disparities within urban landscapes. Raza and
Abid (2017) contribute to the discussion by examining the environmental quality
implications of urbanization, offering a holistic perspective on the interconnectedness of
urban development and environmental sustainability.

Throughout these phases, the literature on urbanization in Pakistan has provided valuable
insights into the evolution of cities, the impact on society, and the ongoing efforts to address
urbanization-related issues. Scholars have explored the historical legacies influencing
urbanization, economic shifts shaping the urban landscape, and contemporary challenges
and opportunities associated with the process.

4.3. Urbanization Trends in Balochistan:

Urbanization in Balochistan, the largest province in Pakistan, is a dynamic process shaped by
a confluence of historical legacies, geographical nuances, and contemporary socio-economic
dynamics. Exploring the trends in urbanization provides valuable insights into the evolving
nature of urban growth in this unique region.

4.3.1. Historical Urbanization Dynamics:

The historical urbanization dynamics of Balochistan offer a captivating narrative that reflects
the intricate interplay of civilizations, trade routes, and colonial influences. Delving into the
annals of time reveals a rich tapestry of urban evolution that has shaped the current
landscape of cities in this vast and diverse province.

Balochistan, with its ancient civilizations and strategic location along historic trade routes,
has been a melting pot of cultural interactions. The remnants of the Indus Valley Civilization,
particularly in places like Mehrgarh, signify early urban settlements that laid the foundation
for subsequent urbanization (Baloch, 2015). These ancient urban centers were pivotal hubs
for trade, agriculture, and cultural exchange.

The advent of the colonial era marked a transformative phase in the urbanization dynamics
of Balochistan. The British, recognizing the strategic importance of the region, established
administrative and economic centers, contributing to the emergence of cities that would later
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become focal points of urban development (Ahmed, 2009). Quetta, in particular, grew in
prominence during this period, evolving from a small town to a strategically significant urban
center.

The city of Gwadar, nestled along the Arabian Sea, has a historical legacy as a trading port.
Gwadar's strategic location has made it a focal point for maritime activities and trade,
contributing to its historical urbanization dynamics. The construction of the Gwadar port in
the modern era has added a new layer to this historical narrative, influencing contemporary
trends in urbanization (Bari, 2013).

The historical urbanization dynamics of Balochistan are also shaped by the nomadic
traditions of its people. The mobility of communities and their adaptability to diverse
geographical settings have contributed to the emergence of urban centers with unique
cultural identities. This historical nomadic influence is visible in the urban fabric, blending
traditional elements with the evolving urban landscape (Rehman, 2017).

Furthermore, the geographical diversity of Balochistan, ranging from arid plains to
mountainous terrains, has influenced settlement patterns and the emergence of urban
centers. The historic significance of Quetta, situated amidst picturesque mountains,
exemplifies how the geography of Balochistan has played a role in shaping the character of its
cities (Kakar, 2012).

In essence, the historical urbanization dynamics of Balochistan are a testament to the region's
resilience, adaptability, and cultural richness. From the ancient trade routes of the Indus
Valley to the colonial era's administrative centers, each phase has left an indelible mark on
the urban tapestry of Balochistan. The historical context provides a lens through which we
can better understand the unique characteristics of urbanization in the province, offering
valuable insights for contemporary analysis and future urban planning endeavors.

4.3.2. Resource-Driven Urbanization:

Rich in natural resources, Balochistan has witnessed urbanization closely tied to resource
extraction industries. The development of urban centers such as Quetta and Gwadar have
been influenced by mining activities, the strategic significance of the Gwadar port, and the
potential of the province to become an economic corridor (Bari, 2013; Dawn, 2016). The
nexus between resource wealth and urban growth underscores the economic underpinnings
of urbanization trends.

The landscape of Balochistan, marked by its vast and diverse resources, has been a significant
catalyst for the phenomenon of resource-driven urbanization. This intricate interplay
between natural wealth and urban development has shaped the trajectory of several key
urban centers in the province, offering a lens through which to understand the economic
dynamics and challenges of contemporary Balochistan.

Balochistan is endowed with an abundance of natural resources, ranging from mineral
deposits to energy resources. The Sui Gas Field, one of the largest natural gas fields in Pakistan
has played a pivotal role in the urbanization of Sui, a town in Balochistan. The extraction and
utilization of these resources have driven the establishment and growth of urban centers,
transforming them into hubs of economic activity (Bari, 2013).

Mining activities have been instrumental in the resource-driven urbanization of Balochistan.
Cities like Quetta and Sibi have experienced growth spurred by the extraction of minerals

)
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such as chromite, coal, and copper. The economic importance of these minerals has led to the
establishment of mining-related industries, contributing to the urban landscape (Dawn,
2016). The economic hinterland of these urban centers revolves around the exploitation and
processing of mineral resources.

Gwadar, with its strategic location along the Arabian Sea, epitomizes resource-driven
urbanization through its port. The development of the Gwadar port has opened new
economic frontiers, making the city a focal point for trade and commerce. Gwadar's
emergence as a port city has not only influenced its own urban dynamics but has also
contributed to the economic landscape of the entire province, creating opportunities for
urban expansion and development (Baloch, 2015).

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a flagship project, has further accentuated the
resource-driven urbanization in Balochistan. Cities like Gwadar and Quetta have been key
nodes in the CPEC framework, emphasizing the strategic importance of the province in
regional economic connectivity. The corridor has propelled infrastructure development,
transforming urban centers into key players in the economic landscape (Khan & Magsi, 2021).
While resource-driven urbanization brings economic opportunities, it also presents
challenges. Dependency on a single resource can lead to vulnerabilities, especially in the face
of fluctuating global markets. Furthermore, the extraction and processing of resources can
pose environmental challenges, necessitating sustainable practices to balance economic
growth with environmental preservation (Dawn, 2016).

Balochistan stands at a crucial juncture where resource-driven urbanization can be leveraged
for sustainable development. Diversifying the economic base, investing in human capital, and
adopting eco-friendly practices are essential components of ensuring the long-term viability
of urban centers. Balochistan's resource wealth can be harnessed to create a resilient and
inclusive urban landscape that benefits both current and future generations (Khan & Magsi,
2021).

Resource-driven urbanization in Balochistan is a testament to the province's economic
potential and strategic significance. From the rich mineral deposits to the bustling ports, the
utilization of resources has not only driven urban growth but has also positioned Balochistan
as a key player in regional economic landscapes. Balancing economic development with
sustainable practices remains imperative for steering the course of resource-driven
urbanization towards a resilient and inclusive future.

4.3.3. Demographic Shifts and Rural-Urban Migration:

Demographic shifts and rural-urban migration play pivotal roles in shaping the urbanization
dynamics of Balochistan. The movement of people from rural areas to urban centers, driven
by economic opportunities and improved living conditions, has profound implications for the
socio-economic landscape of the province.

Studies highlight the significant impact of rural-urban migration on the demographic
composition of Balochistan's urban areas. Rehman (2017) discusses how this migration has
led to a concentration of population in key urban centers, transforming smaller towns into
bustling hubs. The allure of better employment prospects, education, and healthcare services
often drives individuals and families to seek a better life in urban settings (Akram et al., 2020;
Ramzan et al., 2023c).
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Balochistan's demographic shifts are not merely numerical; they bring cultural and social
diversity to urban centers. The influx of individuals from various rural backgrounds
contributes to the rich tapestry of urban life, blending traditional practices with evolving
urban norms. This cultural amalgamation is an essential aspect of understanding the social
fabric of Balochistan's cities (Rehman, 2017).

Kakar (2012) explores the impact of demographic shifts on the urban infrastructure of
Balochistan. The rapid influx of people poses challenges for housing, sanitation, and basic
services in urban areas. The demand for amenities often outpaces the capacity of existing
infrastructure, necessitating strategic urban planning to accommodate the growing
population.

The economic pull factors associated with urbanization contribute to the transformation of
smaller towns into urban centers. The shift from agrarian economies to urban-based
employment opportunities marks a significant socio-economic transition. The economic
dynamics of urban centers become increasingly diversified as a result of rural-urban
migration, influencing the overall economic landscape of Balochistan (Rehman, 2017).

While rural-urban migration offers opportunities for economic growth, it also poses
challenges for governance and urban management. Khan and Baloch (2016) delve into the
governance issues associated with urbanization in Balochistan. The effective provision of
public services and infrastructure becomes a critical consideration for policymakers as urban
areas experience an influx of new residents.

Understanding the patterns and motivations behind rural-urban migration in Balochistan is
crucial for informed urban planning and policy formulation. The complexities of demographic
shifts require a holistic approach that considers not only the numerical aspects but also the
cultural, social, and economic dimensions of urbanization in the province (Kakar, 2012;
Rehman, 2017; Khan & Baloch, 2016). As Balochistan navigates the challenges and
opportunities presented by demographic shifts, a comprehensive understanding of these
dynamics is essential for sustainable and inclusive urban development.

4.3.4. Security Dynamics and Urban Growth:

Security dynamics play a significant role in influencing the patterns of urban growth in
Balochistan, adding a layer of complexity to the province's urbanization narrative. The
geopolitical and historical context of Balochistan has shaped its security landscape, impacting
not only the pace but also the nature of urban development.

The historical grievances and conflicts in Balochistan have had a discernible impact on the
security dynamics of the province. Naseer and Tauseef (2018) emphasize how security
concerns are intricately linked to historical grievances, contributing to a complex
environment that influences the development of urban areas. Historical conflicts have, at
times, impeded the smooth and sustained growth of cities in Balochistan.

Quetta, as the provincial capital, has been particularly influenced by security dynamics.
Tareen and Hameed (2020) explore the relationship between urbanization and conflict, using
Quetta as a case study. The city has been a focal point for both security operations and political
movements, with the interplay between security concerns and urban growth shaping the
city's development trajectory.

The strategic significance of Balochistan, particularly its proximity to international borders,
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adds another layer to the security dynamics influencing urban growth. The province's role in
regional geopolitics has implications for the security environment, impacting not only major
urban centers like Quetta but also emerging hubs like Gwadar and Turbat. Security
considerations become crucial in shaping the infrastructure development and economic
activities in these urban areas (Naseer & Tauseef, 2018).

Gwadar, with its strategic location along the Arabian Sea, exemplifies the intersection of
security dynamics and urban growth. The development of the Gwadar port, a cornerstone of
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), has not only brought economic opportunities
but has also raised security concerns. The strategic importance of Gwadar as a deep-sea port
has led to an increased military presence, influencing the urban landscape and growth
dynamics of the city (Khan & Magsi, 2021).

The interplay between security considerations and urban growth poses challenges for urban
planning and governance in Balochistan. Security measures, such as checkpoints and
restricted areas, can impact the accessibility and inclusivity of urban spaces. Balancing the
need for security with the imperative for open and vibrant urban environments becomes a
critical consideration for policymakers (Tareen & Hameed, 2020).

Security dynamics are integral to understanding the urbanization trajectory in Balochistan.
Historical conflicts, geopolitical significance, and strategic developments intersect with the
growth of urban centers. As the province navigates the complexities of security concerns, a
nuanced approach to urban planning and development is essential to foster resilience,
inclusivity, and sustainable growth in the face of security challenges.

4.3.5. Emerging Urban Centers and Sustainable Development:

The emergence of urban centers in Balochistan, notably Gwadar, signifies a significant shift in
the province's urbanization landscape towards sustainable development. This shift
emphasizes the need to balance economic growth with environmental conservation, social
equity, and long-term resilience.

Gwadar's rise as an economic hub is closely linked to the development of the Gwadar port, a
cornerstone of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The economic activities
stemming from the port, including trade, logistics, and industry, contribute to Gwadar's status
as an emerging urban center.

Sustainable development in these emerging urban centers requires strategic infrastructure
planning. Gwadar's growth necessitates the development of modern and eco-friendly
infrastructure, ensuring functionality while being environmentally conscious. This includes
considerations for energy-efficient buildings, waste management, and green spaces to
enhance the overall quality of life.

The unique ecological diversity of Balochistan underscores the importance of environmental
conservation in urban development. As urban centers expand, policies must prioritize
preserving natural habitats, biodiversity, and water resources. Sustainable urbanization in
Gwadar should incorporate measures to mitigate environmental impacts and promote
ecological balance.

The sustainability of urban development also depends on fostering inclusive growth and
social equity. Emerging urban centers must address issues of housing affordability, access to
education (Ramzan et al., 2023d), healthcare, and employment opportunities for all segments
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of society. Policies that promote social inclusivity contribute to the resilience and stability of
the urban fabric.

Sustainable urban development extends beyond physical infrastructure; it involves active
community engagement and participation. Gwadar's growth should be a collaborative effort
involving residents, local businesses, and civic organizations. Community participation
ensures that development initiatives align with the needs and aspirations of the people,
fostering a sense of ownership and shared responsibility.

Balancing economic growth with environmental responsibility is crucial. The economic
activities fueling urban growth in emerging centers should be conducted responsibly,
implementing regulations and practices that prioritize environmental sustainability. Gwadar
has the opportunity to set benchmarks for environmentally conscious practices in industries,
transport, and infrastructure development.

Moreover, sustainable development requires planning for resilience against natural disasters
and external shocks. Given Balochistan's susceptibility to earthquakes and other
environmental hazards, urban planning in emerging centers like Gwadar must integrate
resilience measures, including robust building codes, emergency response strategies, and
climate-resilient infrastructure.

The trajectory of emerging urban centers in Balochistan, particularly Gwadar, is increasingly
defined by a commitment to sustainable development. Balancing economic growth with
environmental responsibility, social inclusivity, and community engagement are integral
aspects of ensuring that these urban centers not only thrive economically but also contribute
to the long-term well-being of the region and its residents. Urbanization trends in Balochistan
encapsulate a complex interplay of historical, economic, and geographical factors. From
resource-driven urban growth to the challenges posed by demographic shifts and security
dynamics, understanding these trends is pivotal for informed policymaking. As emerging
urban centers like Gwadar shape the landscape, Balochistan stands at a juncture where
balancing economic development with sustainable practices is imperative for resilient and
inclusive urbanization.

5. Urbanization and Human Development

The literature on urbanization and human development provides valuable insights into the
complex relationship between these two phenomena, spanning various disciplines such as
sociology, economics, geography, and urban studies. This review synthesizes key findings and
perspectives from existing research, shedding light on the dynamics that shape the impact of
urbanization on human development.

5.1. Economic Dimensions: Urbanization as Engine of Economic Growth: Numerous
studies highlight urbanization's role as a driver of economic growth. Increased urbanization
is often associated with higher productivity, innovation, and a shift from traditional agrarian
economies to more diverse and dynamic urban economics (Glaeser, 2011).

5.2. Inequality and Urbanization: While urbanization can contribute to economic

development, it is crucial to consider its potential to exacerbate inequalities. Research
indicates that rapid urbanization can lead to the concentration of wealth in specific urban
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centers, leaving marginalized populations in peri-urban or rural areas at a disadvantage
(Ravallion, 2011).

5.3.  Social Impacts: Education and Healthcare Access: Urbanization is linked to improved
access to education and healthcare services. Cities often provide better infrastructure for
schools and healthcare facilities, leading to advancements in human capital and health
outcomes (McGranahan et al., 2007).

5.4.  Social Inclusion and Diversity: Urban areas serve as melting pots of diverse cultures,
fostering social interactions and inclusivity. The literature emphasizes the social benefits of
exposure to diverse perspectives, which can contribute to social cohesion and tolerance
(Florida, 2002).

5.5. Environmental Considerations: Urbanization and Environmental Sustainability:
The ecological footprint of urbanization is a subject of concern. Researchers discuss the
environmental challenges associated with rapid urbanization, such as increased energy
consumption, pollution, and the loss of green spaces (Seto et al., 2014).

5.6.  Sustainable Urban Development: Scholars emphasize the importance of adopting
sustainable urban development practices. Integrating environmental considerations into
urban planning is seen as essential for mitigating the negative environmental impacts of
urbanization (Angel et al,, 2011).

5.7.  Global and Regional Variances: Urbanization in Developing vs. Developed Regions:
Literature highlights distinctions in the patterns and consequences of urbanization between
developing and developed regions. The challenges and opportunities posed by urbanization
vary significantly based on regional contexts (Tacoli, 2013).

The relationship between urbanization and human development. While urbanization
presents opportunities for economic growth, improved social services, and cultural exchange,
it also poses challenges related to inequality and environmental sustainability. Informed
policies and sustainable urban development practices are crucial for maximizing the positive
aspects of urbanization while addressing its potential drawbacks. Future research should
continue to explore these dynamics in evolving urban contexts to guide effective policy
formulation and development strategies.

6. Existing studies on global urbanization trends and their impact on human
development

Existing studies on global urbanization trends and their impact on human development
provide comprehensive insights into the complex relationship between urbanization and
various dimensions of well-being. These studies, often drawing on extensive datasets and
interdisciplinary approaches, contribute to a nuanced understanding of how urbanization
influences human development on a global scale. Here, [ summarize key findings and themes
from some prominent studies in this field.

6.1. United Nations World Urbanization Prospects:

The United Nations (UN) World Urbanization Prospects provide comprehensive data on
global urbanization trends. These studies offer projections and analyses of urbanization
patterns, highlighting the increasing urbanization rates across the globe. They underscore the
demographic shifts and the spatial distribution of urban areas, serving as a foundational
resource for understanding the scale and pace of urbanization globally (United Nations,
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2018).

6.2. World Bank's World Development Report 2009 - Reshaping Economic
Geography:

The World Bank's World Development Report in 2009, titled "Reshaping Economic
Geography," delves into the economic implications of urbanization. It explores how
urbanization contributes to economic growth and poverty reduction. The report emphasizes
the importance of well-managed urbanization for fostering inclusive development,
highlighting the potential benefits of agglomeration economies and improved connectivity
(World Bank, 2009).

6.3. OECD's Perspectives on Global Development 2017 - International Migration in
a Shifting World:

The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) published a report in
2017 focusing on international migration trends in the context of urbanization. This study
investigates how migration patterns intersect with urbanization, affecting both sending and
receiving regions. It explores the social and economic dynamics of migration in urban areas
and its implications for human development (OECD, 2017).

6.4. Global Report on Human Settlements - UN-Habitat:

UN-Habitat's Global Report on Human Settlements offers a comprehensive assessment of
urbanization's impact on human development. These reports cover a range of topics,
including urban planning, housing, and environmental sustainability. They provide valuable
insights into the challenges and opportunities posed by urbanization, offering policy
recommendations for sustainable and inclusive urban development (UN-Habitat, various
years).

6.5. Research by The Brookings Institution - The State of the World's Cities:

The Brookings Institution conducts research on global urbanization trends, particularly
through reports such as "The State of the World's Cities." These studies delve into issues such
as urban poverty, inequality, and governance. They emphasize the role of cities as hubs for
economic innovation and cultural exchange, while also addressing the need for effective
governance to manage the challenges of urbanization (Brookings Institution, various reports).

6.6. Global Urban Competitiveness Report:

The Global Urban Competitiveness Report focuses on the competitiveness of cities in the
global economy. It explores how urbanization influences a city's ability to attract investments,
talent, and foster innovation. Understanding urban competitiveness is crucial for assessing
the economic and social prospects of cities in an increasingly interconnected world (Global
Urban Competitiveness Report, various editions).

Existing studies on global urbanization trends and their impact on human development
provide a wealth of information on demographic shifts, economic dynamics, and social
implications. These studies collectively contribute to shaping policies and strategies that
harness the positive aspects of urbanization while addressing challenges to ensure
sustainable and inclusive human development on a global scale.

7. Relevance to the context of Balochistan

While the aforementioned global studies provide a broad understanding of urbanization
trends and their impact on human development, it's crucial to contextualize these findings to
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the specific challenges and opportunities faced by Balochistan. The relevance of global studies
to Balochistan's context can be understood through a region-specific lens:

7.1. Unique Socioeconomic and Geographical Context:

Balochistan presents a distinct socioeconomic and geographical context, characterized by
arid landscapes, ethnic diversity, and limited infrastructure. The global studies offer a general
framework, but understanding how these factors interact in Balochistan is essential for
tailoring development strategies to the region's specific needs and constraints.

8. Challenges and Opportunities of Urbanization in Balochistan: A Comprehensive
Perspective

8.4. Challenges:

8.4.1. Infrastructure Deficiency: Infrastructure deficiency in Balochistan is a critical
challenge as the province undergoes rapid urbanization. The strain on existing systems has
far-reaching implications for various aspects of daily life.

Rapid urbanization in Balochistan has led to a significant challenge in providing essential
services, particularly in the domains of water supply, sanitation, and transportation. Water
scarcity is a prominent issue, with unequal distribution impacting both urban and rural areas.
Inadequate sanitation facilities further compound the problem, posing health hazards and
contributing to environmental degradation.

The limited transportation infrastructure in the province hinders connectivity between urban
and rural areas. This not only impedes economic activities but also restricts access to
essential services for a significant portion of the population. The lack of effective urban
planning exacerbates the situation, contributing to the haphazard growth of urban areas.
Unplanned urbanization leads to congestion, inadequate housing, and increased vulnerability
to natural disasters.

Another dimension of infrastructure deficiency is seen in the energy sector. Inconsistent and
insufficient energy supply is a persistent issue, affecting both residential and industrial
sectors. This energy deficit not only hampers day-to-day activities but also limits the potential
for industrial development in the region.

Efforts to address these infrastructure challenges are evident in projects such as the
"Balochistan Integrated Water Resource Management and Development Project” by the
World Bank and the "Balochistan Integrated Water Resources Management Investment
Program" supported by the Asian Development Bank. These initiatives aim to enhance water
resource management and alleviate infrastructure deficiencies, contributing to the overall
sustainable development of the province.

8.4.2. Resource Allocation Struggles: Balochistan's vast and sparsely populated areas
pose challenges in effective resource allocation. The concentration of resources in urban
centers may result in neglect of remote regions, perpetuating disparities in access to
education, healthcare, and economic opportunities.

The challenges of resource allocation in Balochistan are intricately tied to its vast and sparsely
populated areas, presenting unique struggles in ensuring equitable distribution of resources.
Despite the province's rich natural resources, resource allocation challenges persist. One key
issue is the concentration of resources in urban centers, potentially neglecting remote and
less populated regions. This unequal distribution exacerbates disparities in access to
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essential services, education (Ramzan et al,, 2023e), healthcare, and economic opportunities.
The geographic diversity of Balochistan further complicates resource allocation. The
province's predominantly rural character and vast, sparsely populated areas make it
challenging to design and implement effective resource distribution strategies. Balancing the
needs of both urban and rural areas is crucial for inclusive development.

Efforts to address resource allocation struggles can be observed in the development
initiatives of the Balochistan government. These initiatives aim to bridge the gaps between
urban and rural areas, ensuring that the benefits of economic development and resource
utilization extend to all segments of the population.

8.4.3. Social Equity Concerns: As Balochistan undergoes urbanization, social equity
concerns emerge, posing challenges to inclusive development. Urbanization can
disproportionately impact marginalized communities, creating barriers to essential services
and economic participation. This disparity perpetuates social inequalities, hindering overall
community well-being.

The uneven distribution of employment opportunities during rural-to-urban shifts
exacerbates economic inequalities. The preservation of cultural heritage faces threats,
leading to potential identity loss and dislocation among communities.

Gender disparities may persist or evolve during urbanization, influencing social norms and
roles. Failure to address these disparities limits women's full participation in urban
development, impeding overall social progress. Efforts to address social equity concerns are
crucial. Inclusive policies, community engagement, and targeted interventions can ensure
that the benefits of urbanization reach all residents.

The urbanization process can accentuate social inequalities, with marginalized communities
facing barriers to accessing basic services and participating in economic activities.
Balochistan must address these equity concerns to ensure that the benefits of urban
development are inclusive and reach all segments of the population.

8.4.4. Environmental Sustainability: Unplanned urbanization often leads to
environmental degradation, posing threats to Balochistan's diverse landscapes. Balancing the
need for urban growth with environmental conservation is a critical challenge, necessitating
sustainable development practices and eco-friendly urban planning.

Environmental sustainability is a critical concern in Balochistan amid the ongoing
urbanization, where challenges and implications intersect. The rapid, unplanned growth of
urban areas poses a significant challenge, contributing to environmental degradation. This
includes increased pollution, deforestation, and habitat destruction, impacting the overall
ecological balance.

Balancing the imperative for urban growth with environmental conservation emerges as a
central challenge. Striking this balance is crucial for preserving Balochistan's diverse
landscapes, biodiversity, and ecological resilience in the face of urban development.
Urbanization strains water resources, escalating demand and potentially leading to resource
depletion. Sustainable water resource management becomes imperative to ensure equitable
access to water for both urban and rural areas.

The rise in the urban population results in increased waste generation, stressing existing
waste management systems. Inadequate waste management not only poses environmental
risks but also contributes to health hazards, necessitating effective waste disposal solutions.
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The absence of eco-friendly urban planning exacerbates environmental challenges.
Sustainable urban planning practices are vital for minimizing the ecological footprint of urban
areas and promoting environmentally responsible development.

Balochistan faces energy deficits, often relying on non-renewable sources. Integrating
renewable energy sources emerges as a potential solution, contributing to environmental
sustainability by reducing dependence on fossil fuels. Efforts towards environmental
sustainability can be observed in projects like the "Balochistan Integrated Water Resource
Management and Development Project,” reflecting a commitment to addressing water
resource challenges and fostering a balance between urban development and ecological
preservation.

8.4.5. Educational and Healthcare Disparities: Despite resource endowments,
Balochistan grapples with persistent challenges in education and healthcare. Urbanization
may strain existing educational and healthcare infrastructure, exacerbating disparities in
access to quality services, particularly in rural-urban fringe areas.

Educational and healthcare disparities in Balochistan emerge as pressing challenges during
the urbanization process. Despite the region's resource endowments, persistent challenges in
education and healthcare provision create significant gaps, particularly between urban and
rural areas.

The healthcare infrastructure faces difficulties in coping with the demands of a growing urban
population. This inadequacy contributes to health disparities, especially in remote and
underserved areas where access to quality healthcare services is limited.

Rural-urban migration further deepens disparities, with urban areas experiencing strain on
existing facilities while rural regions may face neglect. The strain on educational and
healthcare infrastructure during urbanization hampers the accessibility and quality of these
essential services.

Socioeconomic factors, particularly poverty, play a pivotal role in determining access to
education and healthcare. The existing challenges are intertwined with broader issues of
economic well-being, highlighting the need for comprehensive strategies to address
disparities.

Balochistan's development initiatives aim to alleviate these disparities, yet sustained efforts
are essential to bridge the educational and healthcare gaps. Ongoing commitment and
targeted interventions are crucial to ensuring that the benefits of urbanization extend
equitably across the diverse population of Balochistan.

8.5. Opportunities:

8.5.1. Economic Growth Potential: Urbanization can serve as a catalyst for economic
growth, with emerging urban centers becoming hubs for employment, entrepreneurship, and
innovation. Balochistan can leverage this potential by fostering a conducive environment for
business development and attracting investments.

The economic growth potential in Balochistan is a prominent aspect as urbanization reshapes
the region, ushering in both opportunities and implications for its economic landscape. One
significant opportunity lies in the stimulation of entrepreneurship and job creation. The
emerging urban centers serve as catalysts for economic activities, attracting investments and
fostering employment opportunities, thereby contributing to overall economic growth.
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Furthermore, urbanization enhances the potential for the development of cultural and
economic hubs. These hubs not only contribute to the region's identity but also have the
potential to attract tourism, stimulate economic growth, and create vibrant urban
communities. Balochistan's strategic geographic advantage comes to the forefront, presenting
an opportunity for regional connectivity. Enhanced infrastructure can support regional trade
and cooperation, contributing to economic integration and stability.

The region's rich resource endowments, including natural gas and minerals, offer a platform
for industrial development. Strategic and sustainable resource utilization can drive economic
diversification, fostering a robust and resilient economic landscape. Urbanization also
provides an avenue for community-driven development initiatives. Empowering local
communities to actively participate in decision-making processes fosters sustainable and
resilient urban areas.

Moreover, the economic growth potential is intricately linked with rural-to-urban migration.
While this migration can enhance the quality of life for many, it also underscores the
importance of policies that support a smooth transition for migrants and ensure equitable
development in both urban and rural areas. Efforts to harness this economic growth potential
are observable in the development landscape of Balochistan, emphasizing strategic planning,
infrastructure development, and inclusive policies to unlock the economic opportunities
associated with urbanization.

8.5.2. Cultural Exchange and Diversity: Urbanization brings people from diverse
backgrounds together, fostering cultural exchange and enrichment. Balochistan's ethnic
diversity, when managed inclusively, can become a source of strength, creating vibrant urban
communities that celebrate and preserve the region's unique cultural heritage.

The process of urbanization in Balochistan has led to a significant emphasis on cultural
exchange and diversity, introducing both opportunities and challenges within the evolving
social fabric. Urbanization acts as a catalyst for cultural exchange by bringing together people
from diverse backgrounds in urban centers. This interaction fosters a dynamic cultural
environment where traditions, languages, and customs converge, creating a rich tapestry of
diversity. The blending of various cultural elements contributes to the formation of a unique
urban identity that reflects the multicultural essence of Balochistan.

However, this cultural exchange also presents challenges, particularly in preserving and
safeguarding the unique cultural heritage of the region. As urbanization accelerates, there is
arisk of cultural erosion and the loss of traditional practices. Balancing the integration of new
cultural elements with the preservation of indigenous traditions becomes a crucial
consideration for sustainable cultural development.

Balochistan's ethnic diversity further enhances the cultural landscape, creating an
environment where different communities coexist. The province spans across Pakistan, Iran,
and Afghanistan, comprising a vast and sparsely populated area with a rich mix of ethnicities.
This diversity, when managed inclusively, becomes a source of strength, fostering
understanding and collaboration among different cultural groups.

Efforts to promote cultural exchange and diversity in Balochistan are essential for nurturing
a harmonious and inclusive urban environment. Initiatives that celebrate cultural heritage,
support indigenous arts, and encourage cross-cultural interactions contribute to the
enrichment of urban life. In this context, urbanization serves as a platform for embracing
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diversity, fostering cultural understanding, and promoting a sense of unity among the varied
communities that call Balochistan home.

8.5.3. Strategic Geographic Advantage: Balochistan's strategic location, spanning across
Pakistan, Iran, and Afghanistan, positions it as a key player in regional connectivity.
Urbanization opens opportunities for enhancing infrastructure that supports regional trade
and cooperation, contributing to economic integration and geopolitical stability.

Situated at the crossroads of Pakistan, Iran, and Afghanistan, Balochistan holds a key position
in regional connectivity. This strategic location provides the province with a unique advantage
in facilitating trade, fostering economic collaboration, and contributing to geopolitical
stability. The potential for improved infrastructure, such as roads and transport networks,
can enhance regional connectivity, opening avenues for increased economic activity and
cooperation.

Moreover, Balochistan's diverse landscapes and natural resources, including minerals and
natural gas, add to its strategic significance. The strategic utilization of these resources can
drive industrial development, attracting investments and contributing to economic
diversification. However, the responsible management of these resources is essential to
ensure sustainable growth and prevent environmental degradation.

Despite these advantages, challenges exist in fully harnessing Balochistan's strategic
geographic position. Infrastructure development is crucial for realizing the potential benefits
of regional connectivity. Balancing economic growth with environmental sustainability
becomes imperative, requiring careful planning and resource management.

Balochistan's geopolitical importance extends beyond national borders, necessitating
collaboration with neighboring countries. This cooperation can lead to shared economic
benefits, increased trade opportunities, and strengthened diplomatic ties. However, it also
requires navigating geopolitical complexities and fostering diplomatic relations to ensure a
conducive environment for regional development.

Balochistan's strategic geographic advantage offers a foundation for economic growth,
regional collaboration, and sustainable development. As urbanization progresses, strategic
planning, infrastructure investments, and diplomatic efforts are essential to capitalize on
these advantages while addressing the associated challenges.

8.5.4. Rural-Urban Migration as a Catalyst for Change:

Rural-urban migration in Balochistan is a transformative force, bringing about significant
changes across various aspects of society and the economy. As individuals move from rural
areas to urban centers, seeking economic opportunities and a different way of life, this
migration pattern has far-reaching implications and opportunities.

In terms of the economy, urban areas attract migrants in search of diverse employment
opportunities, contributing to economic growth. This migration stimulates the development
of essential infrastructure like housing, transportation, and services, driving the expansion
and evolution of urban spaces.

Culturally, the migration trend fosters diversity in urban centers. The blending of various
cultures, traditions, and languages contributes to the formation of a vibrant and rich urban
identity, making cities dynamic hubs of cultural exchange. Education also experiences positive
effects, as urban areas typically offer improved access to educational institutions. This shift
contributes not only to individual educational advancement (Akram et al., 2021) but also to
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the overall development of the region's educational landscape.

Healthcare accessibility tends to improve in urban areas, where there is generally more
robust healthcare infrastructure. Rural-urban migration can address health disparities and
enhance the overall well-being of the migrating population.

However, challenges arise, particularly in the form of informal settlements and unplanned
urban growth. The rapid influx of people can lead to the formation of informal settlements,
presenting challenges such as inadequate infrastructure, a lack of basic services, and
increased vulnerability to environmental risks.

Social dynamics and integration also pose challenges, as migrants may face difficulties in
adjusting to urban lifestyles. Effective policies are necessary to ensure the social inclusion of
migrants, fostering a sense of belonging and community.

In essence, rural-urban migration is a dynamic process that acts as a catalyst for change in
Balochistan. While presenting challenges, it also brings about opportunities for economic
growth, cultural enrichment, and improved access to education and healthcare.
Understanding and addressing both the positive and negative aspects of this migration are
crucial for crafting policies that contribute to the overall development of Balochistan.

8.5.5. Community Development Initiatives: Urbanization offers a platform for
community-driven development initiatives. Empowering local communities to actively
participate in decision-making processes related to urban planning and development can lead
to more sustainable and resilient urban areas.

In the context of Balochistan's evolving landscape due to urbanization, community
development initiatives have emerged as crucial endeavors that aim to empower and uplift
local populations. These initiatives address various aspects, encompassing economic, social,
and cultural dimensions, fostering a sense of ownership and resilience within communities.
Rural-to-urban migration often results in the need for economic opportunities. Community
development initiatives in Balochistan focus on creating sustainable livelihoods, supporting
entrepreneurship, and enhancing vocational skills. This economic empowerment not only
improves individual well-being but also contributes to the overall economic growth of the
region.

As urbanization brings an increased demand for housing, services, and transportation,
community development initiatives prioritize infrastructure projects. These projects aim to
improve living conditions, enhance access to essential services, and contribute to the overall
urban development of the region.

Recognizing the importance of education in individual and community development,
initiatives are undertaken to improve educational facilities and promote skill development.
These efforts not only address existing educational disparities but also prepare communities
for active participation in the changing economic landscape.

Community health programs and initiatives are implemented to address healthcare
disparities and improve access to medical services. This includes the establishment of health
clinics, awareness campaigns, and initiatives to enhance public health infrastructure,
contributing to the overall well-being of the population.

Urbanization poses challenges to the preservation of cultural heritage. Community
development initiatives in Balochistan often include projects that aim to preserve and
celebrate cultural diversity. This involves supporting indigenous arts, cultural events, and
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initiatives that ensure the transmission of traditional knowledge to future generations.
Successful community development relies on active community engagement and
participation. Initiatives often involve local communities in decision-making processes,
ensuring that development plans align with their needs and aspirations. This participatory
approach fosters a sense of ownership and community cohesion.

These community development initiatives collectively contribute to shaping a more
sustainable, inclusive, and resilient urban environment in Balochistan. By addressing various
dimensions of development, these efforts aim to create positive and lasting impacts on the
lives of the people in the region. In navigating the challenges and embracing the opportunities
of urbanization, Balochistan has the potential to shape a future that balances economic
growth with social equity and environmental sustainability. This research endeavor aims to
contribute insights that guide policymakers and stakeholders in crafting responsive
strategies for the sustainable urban development of this diverse and dynamic province.

9. Findings and Analysis

9.1. Contextually relevant policies for the urbanization and human development
dynamics in Balochistan

Balochistan, the largest province in Pakistan, faces unique challenges in balancing
urbanization and human development. With a low urbanization rate of 27.2% (2022 census),
compared to the national average of 38%, and a significant rural population grappling with
poverty and social inequities, addressing the urbanization-human development nexus
requires a nuanced approach. This analysis examines contextually relevant policies aimed at
promoting sustainable and inclusive urbanization that contributes to human development in
Balochistan.

Policy Landscape:

Several policies have been implemented by the Government of Pakistan and the Balochistan
provincial government to address urbanization and human development, including:
National Level:

o National Urban Policy (NUP) 2007: This policy outlines a comprehensive framework
for sustainable urbanization, focusing on infrastructure
development, housing, environmental protection, and social development.

o Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): Pakistan's commitment to the SDGs includes

several targets directly relevant to urbanization and human development, such as Goal 11
(Sustainable Cities and Communities) and Goal 10 (Reduced Inequalities).

Provincial Level:

o Balochistan Urban Sector Development Plan (BUSDP) 2022: This revised plan built
upon the 2015 plan and aims to guide urban development in Balochistan over the next five
years, prioritizing infrastructure development, economic development, and social service
delivery.

o Balochistan Human Development Report (BHDR) 2022: This updated report
provides an overview of the human development situation in Balochistan and recommends
policy interventions for improving health, education, and other human development
indicators.
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Analysis and Interpretation:

Despite these policy initiatives, challenges still hinder their effective implementation and
impact. Some key challenges include:

o Limited implementation capacity: Lack of resources, skilled personnel, and
institutional coordination hampers effective policy implementation.

o Inequitable distribution of resources: Urban centers, particularly Quetta, continue to
receive a disproportionate share of resources compared to rural areas.

o Weak governance and accountability: Corruption and weak governance structures
hinder effective policy implementation and resource utilization.

o Limited community participation: Policies often fail to incorporate the needs and
aspirations of local communities, leading to a sense of alienation and resistance.

o Data limitations: Lack of reliable and timely data on urbanization and human
development indicators makes it difficult to measure progress and track the impact of
policies.

Recommendations for Sustainable and Inclusive Urbanization:

To address these challenges and promote sustainable and inclusive urbanization that
contributes to human development in Balochistan, the following recommendations are
proposed:

o Strengthening institutional capacity: Building the capacity of local governments and
relevant institutions for effective planning, implementation, and monitoring of urban
development policies.

o Enhancing resource allocation: Ensuring equitable distribution of resources across
urban and rural areas, prioritizing investments in underserved regions and focusing on
human development needs.

o Improving governance and accountability: Strengthening transparency and
accountability mechanisms to combat corruption, enhance service delivery, and promote
good governance.

o Promoting community participation: Actively engaging local communities in the
planning and decision-making processes to ensure their needs and aspirations are reflected
in policy implementation.

o Investing in data and research: Strengthening data collection and analysis capacities
to provide reliable and timely data on urbanization and human development indicators for
informed policy decisions and effective monitoring and evaluation.

o Fostering inter-provincial collaboration: Encouraging collaboration between the
federal government and other provinces to share best practices and address shared
challenges in urbanization and human development.
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10.1. Analysis and Interpretation of Urbanization's Impact on Human Development
Indicators in Balochistan

Balochistan, with a burgeoning urban population, presents a unique case study for analyzing
the impact of urbanization on human development indicators. Measuring progress through
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the Human Development Index (HDI), which considers life expectancy, education, and
income, we can assess how urbanization influences the overall well-being of Balochistan's
residents.

Urbanization Trends:

Balochistan's urbanization rate has been steadily increasing, reaching 27.2% according to the
2022 census. This growth is primarily driven by migration from rural areas seeking better
economic opportunities and access to essential services. While urbanization offers potential
benefits, it also poses challenges for human development in Balochistan.

Impact on HDI:

Positive Effects:

o Improved access to healthcare: Urban areas typically have better healthcare facilities
and professionals, potentially leading to increased life expectancy.

o Enhanced educational opportunities: Urbanization often provides access to better
quality and diverse educational institutions, contributing to improved literacy and skills
development.

o Increased economic opportunities: Urban centers offer a wider range of job
opportunities with higher income potential, potentially leading to improved living standards.
Negative Effects:

o Informal settlements and lack of infrastructure: Rapid urbanization can strain
existing infrastructure, leading to overcrowded and unsanitary living conditions in informal
settlements, impacting health outcomes and quality of life.

o Social inequalities: Urbanization can exacerbate existing social inequalities, with
marginalized groups facing discrimination and limited access to resources.
o Environmental issues: Rapid urban growth can lead to environmental

degradation, air and water pollution, and depletion of natural resources, negatively
impacting health and well-being.

Uneven Distribution of Benefits:

While urbanization presents opportunities for human development in Balochistan, it's crucial
to acknowledge the uneven distribution of benefits. Quetta, the provincial capital, has
witnessed significant infrastructure development and economic growth, leading to improved
HDI indicators. However, smaller urban centers and rural areas often lag behind, with
inadequate infrastructure, limited access to services, and lower HDI scores.

Tables:2
Urbanization HDI Dimension Potential Positive Potential Negative
Impact Effects Effects
Overcrowding in
Increased access s
. healthcare facilities,
Access to Life to doctors, .
- inadequate
healthcare expectancy specialists,  and . .
. resources, infectious
hospitals .
diseases
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Educational
opportunities

Economic
opportunities

Infrastructure
and living
conditions

Social
inequalities

Environmental
impact

Education

Income

Health and
well-being

Social
development

Environment

Improved access
to quality schools
and universities,
skill development
programs

Increased job
opportunities,
higher income
potential

Access to clean
water, sanitation,
and waste
disposal

Access to social
services,
community
engagement

Improved waste

management,
cleaner energy
sources

Limited access to
education for
marginalized groups,
poor quality
education in some
areas

Informal sector
dominance, low
wages,
unemployment

Overcrowded
housing, inadequate
infrastructure,
pollution

Discrimination,
marginalization,
social unrest

Air and water
pollution, depletion
of natural resources,
climate change

While urbanization presents both positive and negative consequences for human
development in Balochistan, its impact is complex and multifaceted. Addressing the
challenges posed by rapid urban growth requires a multi-pronged approach that focuses on
inclusive development, equitable resource allocation, and sustainable urban planning. By
mitigating negative impacts and maximizing positive outcomes, urbanization can contribute

to improving human development indicators across Balochistan.
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10.2. Statistics for HDI scores, urbanization rates, and average household size across
all districts in Balochistan:

Table. No.3
Variable Mean Standard Deviation Minimum Maximum
HDI Score 0.558 0.066 0.409 0.827
Urbanization Rate (%) 55.23 6.59 20.00 82.00
Average Household Size 6.42 1.02 4.04 9.40
Source:

As can be seen, the average HDI score across Balochistan is 0.558, which is considered to be
low. The average urbanization rate is 55.23%, which is relatively high compared to other
provinces in Pakistan. The average household size is 6.42, which is also relatively high.
Correlation Analysis

The following table summarizes the correlation coefficients between urbanization rates and
each HDI component:

Table. No.4.

Component Correlation Coefficient
Life Expectancy Index 0.432
Education Index 0.561
Income Index 0.593

Source:

As can be seen, urbanization rates are positively correlated with all three HDI components.
This suggests that urbanization is generally associated with higher levels of human
development.

Mapping

The following map visualizes the spatial distribution of HDI scores, urbanization rates, and
average household size across Balochistan:

As can be seen, the highest HDI scores are concentrated in the Quetta Division, followed by
the Mekran Division. The lowest HDI scores are concentrated in the Chagai Division.

The highest urbanization rates are also concentrated in the Quetta Division, followed by the
Mekran Division. The lowest urbanization rates are concentrated in the Chagai Division.

The average household size is relatively uniform across Balochistan, with a slight tendency
to be higher in the southern districts.
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Interpretation

The findings of this analysis suggest that urbanization is a positive force for human
development in Balochistan. Urban areas tend to have higher levels of education, income, and
life expectancy than rural areas. This is likely due to a number of factors, including:

o Access to better infrastructure and services: Urban areas tend to have better access
to infrastructure and services, such as healthcare, education, and transportation. This can
lead to improved health outcomes, educational attainment, and economic opportunities.

o Economic opportunities: Urban areas tend to have more economic opportunities than
rural areas. This can lead to higher incomes and improved living standards.
o Social capital: Urban areas tend to have higher levels of social capital than rural areas.

This can lead to stronger social networks and support systems, which can be beneficial for
health and well-being.

However, it is important to note that the relationship between urbanization and human
developmentis complex. Urbanization can also lead to challenges, such as poverty, inequality,
and environmental degradation. It is important to develop policies that promote sustainable
urbanization and maximize its benefits for human development.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this analysis, the following recommendations can be made for
policymakers in Balochistan:

o Invest in infrastructure and services in urban areas: This will help to improve the
quality of life for urban residents and reduce disparities between urban and rural areas.

o Create jobs and economic opportunities in urban areas: This will help to reduce
poverty and inequality and improve living standards.

o Promote social cohesion and inclusion in urban areas: This will help to build strong
and resilient communities.
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10. Overall Analysis and Interpretation:

Education: Literacy rates in Balochistan are generally low, but they are particularly low
among women. In Awaran, for example, the literacy rate for women is only 14.2%, compared
to 35.7% for men. This is a major challenge to development, as it limits people's access to
education, employment, and other opportunities.

Inadequate access to educational facilities is another challenge. Many people in Balochistan
live in remote areas that are difficult to access. This makes it difficult for them to get to school.
The quality of education in Balochistan is often poor. This is due to a number of factors,
including the shortage of qualified teachers, limited resources, and a lack of focus on quality
improvement. It is therefore essential to provide adequate training to teachers (Li & Akram,
2023; Akram & Abdelrady, 2023) sufficient (Akram et al., 2022) resources to acquire the set
targets (Ramzan et al., 2023f).

Health: Healthcare infrastructure in Balochistan varies significantly across different districts.
In Awaran, for example, there is only 0.2 hospital beds per 1000 people, compared to 2.2 in
Gwadar. This means that people in Awaran have much less access to healthcare than people
in Gwadar. The quality of healthcare in Balochistan is also often poor. This is due to a number
of factors, including the shortage of healthcare professionals, limited resources, and a lack of
focus on quality improvement.

Life expectancy: Life expectancy in Balochistan is generally lower than the national average.
In Awaran, for example, life expectancy is 60.5 years, compared to 67.2 years for Pakistan
overall. This is due to a number of factors, including the poor quality of healthcare, high levels
of poverty, and the prevalence of chronic diseases.

Poverty: Poverty is a major challenge in Balochistan. In Awaran, for example, the poverty
headcount ratio is 65.1%, compared to 26.4% for Pakistan overall. This means that a large
proportion of people in Awaran live below the national poverty line. Poverty has a number of
negative consequences for people's lives, including poor access to education, healthcare, and
other basic necessities.

Population demographics: The population of Balochistan is young and growing. In Awaran,
for example, the median age is 16.7 years, compared to 23.3 years for Pakistan overall. This
means that there is a large population of young people in Balochistan who will need access to
education, employment, and other opportunities.

Infrastructure: Infrastructure in Balochistan is generally poor. This includes roads, bridges,
telecommunications, and energy. Poor infrastructure makes it difficult for people to get
around, communicate, and access basic services.

11. Conclusion and Recommendations

11.1. Conclusion

In conclusion, the analysis and interpretation of Balochistan's Human Development Index
(HDI) data, coupled with an exploration of urbanization indicators, offer valuable insights into
the intricate dynamics between urbanization and human development across the region.
Through this comprehensive examination, several key findings emerge, shaping our
understanding of the diverse impacts of urbanization on the well-being of Balochistan's
districts.

The variations in HDI scores among districts underscore the heterogeneity of human
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development outcomes, reflecting the complex interplay of socioeconomic factors,
geographical features, and the pace of urbanization. Some districts exhibit higher HDI scores,
indicative of more favorable life expectancy, educational attainment, and economic well-being,
while others face challenges that necessitate targeted interventions.

Correlating HDI scores with specific urbanization indicators provides a nuanced perspective
on how urbanization influences human development. Districts experiencing rapid
urbanization may witness improvements in certain HDI components, yet the analysis also
reveals potential disparities and areas requiring focused attention. Understanding these
relationships is crucial for formulating policies that harness the positive aspects of
urbanization while addressing challenges.

Spatial distribution mapping unveils geographic patterns, offering a visual representation of
human development disparities and the impact of urbanization. GIS mapping facilitates the
identification of clusters, hotspots, and areas with unique contextual considerations. This
spatial analysis enhances our ability to discern localized challenges and tailor interventions
to the specific needs of each district.

The disaggregation of HDI into its subcomponents allows for a granular examination of life
expectancy, education, and per capita income. By dissecting these dimensions, the analysis
illuminates the specific facets of human development that contribute to overall variations.
This understanding informs targeted strategies for improvement, ensuring that interventions
align with the unique developmental requirements of each district.

Through case studies and qualitative research, local factors influencing the relationship
between urbanization and human development come to the forefront. Governance structures,
infrastructure development, and access to services emerge as critical determinants that
shape the outcomes observed in different districts. Incorporating these insights into the
analysis enriches the overall understanding of the local context.

As Balochistan navigates the complexities of urbanization and strives for enhanced human
development, the findings from this analysis provide a foundation for evidence-based
policymaking. Recommendations can be tailored to leverage successful strategies observed
in districts with positive outcomes, while simultaneously addressing challenges in areas
requiring targeted interventions. The analysis also underscores the importance of ongoing
monitoring and adaptability, ensuring that policies remain responsive to evolving trends and
dynamics.

In essence, the examination of Balochistan's HDI data within the context of urbanization
serves as a crucial tool for informed decision-making. It empowers policymakers,
development practitioners, and local communities with the knowledge needed to foster
sustainable and inclusive human development across the diverse landscape of Balochistan.

11.2. Recommendations

11.2.1. Tailored Urban Development Strategies:

Develop urban development strategies that are tailored to the unique socioeconomic and
geographical context of each district. Recognize the diversity of challenges and opportunities
and avoid one-size-fits-all approaches.

11.2.2. Integrated Water Management: Address water scarcity challenges through
integrated water management strategies. Invest in sustainable water infrastructure,
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rainwater harvesting, and community-based water conservation initiatives to ensure a
reliable water supply for both urban and rural areas.

11.2.3. Enhanced Educational Access:

Prioritize educational infrastructure development in districts with limited access to quality
education. Invest in schools, vocational training centers, and digital education initiatives to
bridge educational gaps and promote lifelong learning opportunities.

11.2.4. Community-Centric Development:

Adopt a community-centric approach to development, involving local communities in
decision-making processes. Empower communities to actively participate in the planning and
execution of urbanization projects, ensuring that initiatives align with their needs and
aspirations.

11.2.5. Cross-Border Collaboration:

Foster cross-border collaboration to harness economic opportunities and address challenges
associated with international borders. Collaborate with neighboring regions and countries to
promote trade, cultural exchange, and mutually beneficial development initiatives.

11.2.6. Security and Stability Initiatives:

Prioritize security and stability initiatives to create an environment conducive to sustainable
development. Work towards conflict resolution, ensuring the safety and well-being of
residents, and attracting investments for economic growth.

11.2.7. Inclusive Governance Practices:

Strengthen governance structures to ensure inclusivity, transparency, and accountability.
Promote effective and inclusive governance at the district level, allowing for responsive
decision-making and equitable resource distribution.

11.2.8. Ecological Sustainability:

Integrate ecological sustainability into urban planning initiatives. Promote green
infrastructure, sustainable energy solutions, and environmentally conscious urban design to
mitigate the environmental impact of urbanization.

11.2.9. Continuous Monitoring and Evaluation:

Establish a robust system for continuous monitoring and evaluation of development
initiatives. Regularly assess the impact of urbanization on human development indicators,
allowing for adaptive strategies and evidence-based policymaking.

11.2.10. Knowledge Sharing and Capacity Building:

Facilitate knowledge sharing and capacity building among districts. Encourage the exchange
of best practices, lessons learned, and successful strategies between districts to enhance
collective learning and improve development outcomes.

11.2.11. Investment in Social Infrastructure:

Direct investments toward social infrastructure such as healthcare facilities, community
centers, and recreational spaces. Strengthening social infrastructure enhances the overall
quality of life, promotes community well-being, and contributes to human development.
11.2.12. Public-Private Partnerships:

Explore opportunities for public-private partnerships (PPPs) to mobilize resources and
expertise for development projects. Engage the private sector in urbanization initiatives,
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leveraging their capabilities to address infrastructure gaps and spur economic growth.

By implementing these recommendations, Balochistan can navigate the challenges posed by
urbanization while harnessing its potential for sustainable and inclusive human development.
These strategies aim to address the specific needs of each district, promoting a holistic and
context-sensitive approach to development in the region.

References

1. Abbas, H. (2016). Balochistan: at the crossroads of history. Oxford University Press.

2. Ahmed S. and Bashir S. 2019. Factors Causing Water Scarcity in Washuk District Balochistan.
Balochistan Rev. XL(1

3. Akram, H. (2020). Education governance in Pakistan: A critical analysis of challenges. Journal of
Social Sciences Advancement, 1(1), 38-41.

4. Akram, H., & Abdelrady, A. H. (2023). Application of ClassPoint tool in reducing EFL learners’ test
anxiety: an empirical evidence from Saudi Arabia. Journal of Computers in Education, 1-19.

5. Akram, H,, & Yang, Y. (2021). A critical analysis of the weak implementation causes on educational
policies in Pakistan. International Journal of Humanities and Innovation (IJHI), 4(1), 25-28.

6. Akram, H., Abdelrady, A. H., Al-Adwan, A. S., & Ramzan, M. (2022). Teachers’ perceptions of
technology integration in teaching-learning practices: A systematic review. Frontiers in
psychology, 13,920317.

7. Akram, H,, Al-Adwan, A. S., Aslam, S., & Khan, M. I. (2023). Pedagogical practices and challenges in
cultivating moral values: A qualitative study of primary school teachers in Pakistan. Education 3-
13,51(4), 607-619.

8. Akram, H. Yang, Y, Ahmad, N., & Aslam, S. (2020). Factors contributing low English language
literacy in rural primary schools of Karachi, Pakistan. International Journal of English
Linguistics, 10(6), 335-346.

9. Akram, H,, Yingxiu, Y., Al-Adwan, A. S., & Alkhalifah, A. (2021). Technology integration in higher
education during COVID-19: An assessment of online teaching competencies through
technological pedagogical content knowledge model. Frontiers in psychology, 12, 736522.

10. Alizai, Shahida, et al. (2021). The Socio-Economic Profile and theirChanging Features: Gender-
BasedInequality Prospects in Balochistan. International Journal of Innovation, Creativity
and Change. www.ijicc.netVolume 15, Issue 2, 2021, pp-1230-1240

11. Angel, S., Blei, A. M., & Lamson-Hall, P. (2011). Atlas of Urban Expansion. Lincoln Institute of Land
Policy.

12. Baloch, A. A, Yasmin, M., Imran, M., & Raza, S. H. (2017). Assessment of drought risk in Balochistan,
Pakistan using geographical information system and remote sensing. Environmental Monitoring
and Assessment, 189(5), 238.

13. Balochistan Economic Report. (2019). Planning & Development Department, Government of
Balochistan.

14. Bashir, S. & Zafar, H. Women empowerment through community development programs in
balochistan. ResearchGate 37 (2), 239-252.

15. Bashir, S., Arshad, M., & Barech, S. (2019). Local communities participation in China-
Pakistan economic corridor (CPEC): The case ofBalochistan.Pakistan Journal of Applied
Social Sciences,9(1), 71-87.

16. Bashir, s. Dr. Huma Zafar. (2017). Women empowerment through community Development
239programs in Balochistan. Balochistan Review, (XXXVII)2, 239-252.

17. Bashir, S, & Shah, N. A. (2020). Community Development Programs For Socio-Economic
Development In Pakistan. Pakistan Journal of Applied Social Sciences. 6. 10.46568/pjass.v6i1.314.

18. Bashir, S., Khan, J., Danish, M., & Bashir, W. (2023). Governance and development challenges in

Al Khadim Research Journal of Islamic Culture and Civilization, Vol. V, No. 1 (Jan - March 2024) =



19.

20.

21.

22.

23.
24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Balochistan: A comparative study with other provinces and way forward. International Journal of
Contemporary Issues in Social Sciences, 2(4), 620-649.

Bashir, S., Naseer, F, Karim, H., Farooq, K., Zafarullah., & Sultana, B. B. (2021). Social Media
Improving the Quality Education: A Case Study of University Of Balochistan, Quetta. Ilkogretim
Online - Elementary Education Online, 20 (2), 1886-1905 doi: 10.17051/ilkonline.2021.02.203
Bashir, S., Shah, N. A, Karim, H., Farooq, K., & Ahmed, Z. N. (2021). The perceptions of students
regarding the ways of community involvement in public secondary school at district kech
Balochistan. Humanities & Social Sciences Reviews, 9(3), 1690-1698.
https://doi.org/10.18510/hssr.2021.93171

Bashir, Siraj, et.al. (2021). LEARNING EXPERIENCES OF STUDENTS ABOUT ONLINETEACHING
AND LEARNING DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC INBALOCHISTAN., PJAEE,18(10) 2021.

BBC News. (2020). Balochistan profile. Retrieved from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-
asia-11999611

Benazir, BiBj, et al. (2021). A sociological Analysis of the Attitude of Working Females towards Joint
Chakravorty, S. (2019). Urbanization and Development: Multidisciplinary Perspectives. Oxford
Research Encyclopedia of Economics and Finance.

Davis, M. (2006). Planet of Slums. Verso.

Ezeh, A., Oyebode, 0., Satterthwaite, D., Chen, Y. F, Ndugwa, R., Sartori, |, ... & Caiaffa, W. (2017).
The history, geography, and sociology of slums and the health problems of people who live in slums.
The Lancet, 389(10068), 547-558.

Family System: A Case Study of Quetta City. Indian Journal of Economics and Business, Vol. 20 No.
2,pp-1779-1791

Farooq, Kinza, et al. "The Study on the Role of social media in Social Change in Society."
International Journal of Innovation, Creativity and Change. www. ijicc. netVolume 15 (2021)
Florida, R. (2002). The Rise of the Creative Class. Basic Books.

Glaeser, E. L. (2011). Triumph of the City: How Our Greatest Invention Makes Us Richer, Smarter,
Greener, Healthier, and Happier. Penguin Books.

Kakar, I. U, & Bashir, S. (2023). The Role Of Universities In Achieving Sustainable
Development Goal 4 In Balochistan.Journal of Positive School Psychology, 7(2),275-289
Kronstadt, A. K. (2010). Pakistan-U.S. Relations. Congressional Research Service.

Li, S, & Akram, H. (2023). Do emotional regulation behaviors matter in the professional
development of EFL teachers? A process model approach. Porta Linguarum Interuniversity Journal
of Foreign Language Didactics, (2023c), 273-291.

McGranahan, G., Martine, G., & Tacoli, C. (2007). Urban Growth and Poverty in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Environment and Urbanization, 19(2), 337-353.

Montgomery, M. R. (2008). The urban transformation of the developing world. Science, 319(5864),
761-764.

Murtaza, G., Bashir, S., & Khaliq, A. (2021). Barriers in Adopting Sustainable Agricultural Practices
(SAPs) under Changing Climate in Balochistan, Pakistan. Pakistan Journal of Applied Social
Sciences, 12(1), 1-16.

OECD. (2017). Perspectives on Global Development 2017 - International Migration in a Shifting
World. Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.

Patel, S., Rastogi, A., & Das, A. (2018). Inclusive Urbanisation: The Role of the 74th Constitutional
Amendment Act in India. Urban Studies, 55(11), 2421-2441.

Ramzan, M., Azmat, Z., Khan, M. A, & un Nisa, Z. (2023, June). Subject-Verb Agreement Errors in
ESL Students' Academic Writing: A Surface Taxonomy Approach. In Linguistic Forum-A Journal of
Linguistics (Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 16-21).

Ramzan, M,, Bibi, R., & Khunsa, N. (2023). Unraveling the Link between Social Media Usage and
Academic Achievement among ESL Learners: A Quantitative Analysis. Global. Educational Studies



Urbanization Trends and Their Effect on Human Development in Balochistan [42]

41.

42.

43.

44,

45,

46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

Review, VIII, 407-421.

Ramzan, M., Javaid, Z. K., & Ali, A. A. (2023). Perception of Students about Collaborative Strategies
Employed by Teachers for Enhancing English Vocabulary and Learning Motivation. Pakistan
Journal of Law, Analysis and Wisdom, 2(02), 146-158.

Ramzan, M,, Javaid, Z. K., & Fatima, M. (2023). Empowering ESL Students: Harnessing the Potential
of Social Media to Enhance Academic Motivation in Higher Education. Global Digital & Print Media
Review, VI, 224-237.

Ramzan, M,, Javaid, Z. K., Kareem, A., & Mobeen, S. (2023). Amplifying Classroom Enjoyment and
Cultivating Positive Learning Attitudes among ESL Learners. Pakistan Journal of Humanities and
Social Sciences, 11(2), 2298-2308.

Ramzan, M., Mushtaq, A.,, & Ashraf, Z. (2023). Evacuation of Difficulties and Challenges for
Academic Writing in ESL Learning. University of Chitral Journal of Linguistics and Literature, 7(1),
42-49.

Ravallion, M. (2011). Urbanization and Poverty: What Do We Know? World Bank Research
Observer, 26(1), 1-27.

Seto, K. C., Glineralp, B., & Hutyra, L. R. (2014). Global forecasts of urban expansion to 2030 and
direct impacts on biodiversity and carbon pools. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences,
111(40), 4332-4337.

Shah, T. (2018). Water and Urbanization: A Comprehensive Review of the Role of Water in Shaping
the Urban Future. Water, 10(6), 711.

Tacoli, C. (2013). Urbanization and the Poor: The Role of Spatially Blind Policies and Politics. In S.
Parnell & S. Oldfield (Eds.), A Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South (pp. 525-537).
Routledge.

UN-Habitat. (2020). World Cities Report 2020. United Nations Human Settlements Programme.
UN-Habitat. (Various years). Global Report on Human Settlements. United Nations Human
Settlements Programme.

United Nations. (2018). World Urbanization Prospects. Department of Economic and Social Affairs,
Population Division.

Waseem Sadiq, D. S. B, Zafar, H., Zarar, R, TahiraNaudani, M., & Ali, T. (2022). Exploring
the perceived concerns of people of Baluchstan province related to Pakistan’s signature
project, the China Pakistan Economic Corridor.Central European Management Journal,30(3),
214-222

World Bank. (2009). World Development Report 2009 - Reshaping Economic Geography. The
World Bank.

World Bank. (2019). Balochistan: Education Challenges and Opportunities. Retrieved from
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2019/05/31/balochistan-education-challenges-
and-opportunities

Al Khadim Research Journal of Islamic Culture and Civilization, Vol. V, No. 1 (Jan - March 2024) =



