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Abstract
This research paper titled “Instances of Fasad fil-Ard (Corruption on Earth): An
Analytical Study in the Light of Islamic Tafsir Literature” presents an interpretive and
analytical study of the Qur’anic concept of Fasad fil-Ard. Linguistically, the term fasad
denotes deviation or deterioration from balance and benefit, while salah represents
rectitude, justice, and harmony. In the Qur’an, fasad encompasses corruption in belief,
morality, social order, politics, and economy. Drawing upon the interpretations of
leading exegetes such as Al-Tabari, Ibn Abi Hatim, Al-Maturidi, Al-Samarqandi, Al-
Razi, Al-Qurtubi, Ibn Kathir, Al-Aliisi, Rashid Rida, and Ibn ‘Ashiir 44 aes ), the study
concludes that Fasad fil-Ard includes disbelief after faith, shirk, hypocrisy,
oppression, rebellion, highway robbery, unjust killing, moral decay, social disorder,
and the collapse of justice and peace. The research employs a descriptive and
analytical methodology, relying primarily on the Qur’an and classical as well as
modern tafsir works such as those of Al-Tabari, Al-Razi, Al-Qurtubi, Ibn Kathir, Al-
Alusi, Rashid Rida, and Ibn “Ashiir. Comparative and linguistic analysis has been
applied to extract a comprehensive understanding of the term and its contextual
implications. The findings reveal that Fasad fil-Ard is a broad Qur’anic concept
encompassing every act or system that disturbs the divine order of justice, balance,
and goodness on earth, whereas Salah fil-Ard signifies the restoration of faith,
righteousness, and social harmony, reflecting that corruption and reform extend
beyond individual conduct to the collective moral and civilizational framework of
humanity.

Keywords: Instances of Fasad fi'l-Ard, Islamic Exegetical Literature, Morality, Social Order, Politics,

Economy
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