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Abstract
This research critically investigates the methodological structure employed by Imam
Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti (d. 911 AH) in his seminal work Tabaqgat al-Huffaz, with
particular reference to its contribution to Hadith historiography and the discipline of
‘Ilm al-Rijal. The study aims to explore how al-Suyuti conceptualized, organized, and
evaluated the category of huffaz al-hadith within a structured biographical
framework, while maintaining scholarly continuity with earlier Hadith authorities.
Adopting a qualitative, descriptive-analytical research methodology, this study
conducts a close textual analysis of selected biographical entries from Tabagqat al-
Huffaz, supplemented by a comparative review of earlier foundational works such as
Ibn Sa‘d’s al-Tabaqat al-Kubra, al-Dhahabi’s Tadhkirat al-Huffaz, and al-Khatib al-
Baghdadi’s contributions to biographical literature. The research identifies four core
methodological principles in al-Suyuti’s approach: chronological and generational
classification, strategic brevity with thematic focus, implicit application of jarh wa
ta‘dil, and systematic reliance on pre-classical and classical Hadith sources.

Keywords: Imam al-Suyuti; Tabaqat al-Huffaz; Hadith Historiography; ‘Ilm al-Rijal; Biographical

Methodology; Jarh wa Ta‘dil; Hadith Authority.
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