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Ibn Hisham al-Ansari's Methodology in Citing Qur'anic Variant Readings as Grammatical
Evidence: A Comparative Study of His Commentaries on Qatr al-Nada and Shudhiir al-Dhahab

Hamza Kashif Dilkusha*
Salah Uddin™

Abstract

This study examines the methodology of Ibn Hisham al-Ansari (d. 761 AH) in employing Qur’anic
variant readings (gird’at) as grammatical evidence through a comparative analysis of his two
pedagogical works, Sharh Qatr il-Nada wa-Ball is-Sadd and Sharh Shudhiir id-Dhahab fi Ma‘rifat Kalam
il-‘Arab.

The research is confined to instances in which a variant reading directly influences grammatical
reasoning, whether by establishing a rule, resolving a grammatical problem, or identifying an
exception, while excluding Qur’anic citations without such grammatical significance. Adopting an
inductive and analytical methodology, the study comprehensively surveys the occurrences of gira’at
in both works, analyses Ibn Hisham’s mode of argumentation, compares his treatment of recurrent
examples, and evaluates his position regarding canonical and non-canonical readings.

The findings demonstrate that Ibn Hisham consistently regards Qur’anic readings as authoritative
linguistic evidence, giving precedence to authenticated transmission over purely analogical reasoning.
His approach extends to the use of non-canonical (shadh) readings when their transmission is
established, employing them not only for illustration but also to challenge grammatical opinions that
conflict with transmitted evidence. The study further identifies eighty-five unique instances of
grammatical reliance on variant readings and shows that, although Sharh Qatr al-Nada covers a
broader range of topics, Sharh Shudhiir al-Dhahab provides more extensive grammatical analysis and
justification. These differences reflect the distinct pedagogical aims and intended readership of the two
works while highlighting Ibn Hisham'’s coherent methodology in grammatical argumentation.
Keywords: Ibn Hisham al-Ansari; Quranic Variant Readings (Qira’at); Arabic Grammar; Grammatical
Evidence; Sharh Qatr al-Nada; Sharh Shudhir al-Dhahab; Comparative Study; Qur’anic Exegesis
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